THE 


BY WALTER SCOTT. 


Go youtnto all the world, the good news to the whole creation: —he whe be 
egethand is immersed shall be saved; and he who believeth not shail be condemned. 


NO. 10. ARTH AG E, OCTOBER 6, AVOL. 3. 


_ ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 


In our investigation of a particular subject, whether it be one of a natural | 
moral, or religious character, the unity of its existence, if it be a single one, anc! 
the number and variety of its properties, relations, and uses, should be carefully 
yscertained and discriminated. Unity of existence, and number, and variety 0; 

“property and relation are very distinct matters, and yet they are not incompatible 
with each other, but are often, if not always, found in the same subject. Man, 
for example, in existence, is a unit, and yet he possesses great variety of nature, 
and stands in divers relations to many other objects; like his body, which is one, 
while it possesses many members differing in their mechanical structure, relations, 
and uses. ‘The atmosphere is one thing, yet it is composed of distinct elements, 
possesses numerous properties, and consequently is applicable to various pur- 
poses. Now this is the case with the death of Christ; itisa single fact, or in 
singleness of existence it isa unit; but like other subjects it possesses its own 
properties, stands in its own proper relations, and has certain uses and abuses to 
which it may be liwfully or unlawfully applied. | 

A universal rule of enquiry, by which to prosecute our investigations, is, I 

think, a desideratum. ‘The want of it has occasioned great confusion in many 

inquiries, both scientific and religious; and the subject of the death of Christ, for 
want of such rule, has shared the common lot and been greatly misunderstood 
and abused by some who have undertaken to write upon tt. Tsay misunder- 
stood, for it-is better to suppose that they misunderstood it than to say thev 
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218 The Evangetis.. 
Such a rule, I apprehend, may be derived from the following fact, viz. that all 
_ our khowledge of things, truths, and facts, is comprehended in our knowledge of 
their seperate existence or identities, their properties, their relations, their uses, 
and finally their abuses; so that to know a thing as a distinct identity, which 
indeed is but the aggregate of its properties, to know what these properties are, 
their relations, uses, and abuses, is to know the thing altogether or preety The 
rule of enquiry then would run thus: Inquire into % 

Ist. The identity of a thing. 
The propenties of that thing. 

3d. The relations. 

4th. The uses to which it applies. 


oth. The abuses to which it misanplies. 


1. We shall take a case for illustration. Suppose qt were e proposed to inves= 
tigate the atmosphere. ‘The first step would be to assure Dyrsel yg, that the sub- 
ject to be investigated was present, that we had before us the Vey subject, the 
whole subject, and nothing but the subject. [tis no comuttih ertor t® take a part 
for the whole, and to mistake one subject for another; tlie are Sources most 


prolific of error and confusion. ‘The gasses of Which th® atm aphere is com-——— 


posed may be taken for the atmostphere itself, and air which has Been respires, 
_and deprived of its vitality, may be mistaken for pure and unrespired air, Tt i: 
an important matter then to be assured that we are in the possession of the very 
to be investigated. | 

2. Having progressed ghus far, the next step would be to ascertain the pro- 


perties of the atmostphere ; ee are many, and even various in their natures 


and uses, 


3. In the third place we have to investigate the relations of the thing. N ok 
the relation of things constitutes a most importantobject of human inquiry and 
calls forth the highest exercises of reason and reflection. ‘The atmosphere is 
composed of two gasses, Oxycen and Nitrogen, united in the proportion of 21 01 
the former to 79 of the latter. But it is most important to know the relation 
of these parts to each other; for if their proportions be reversed and 79 of oxygen 
added to 21 of nitrogen, instead of pure respirable air, we shall have one of the 
most corrosive substances in nature, viz. nitrous acid, or aqua fortis. 

4. Next comes the business of ascertaining the useful purposes to which the 
thing in question may be applied; this forms the practicul knowledge of the 
thing. ‘The atmosphere, for instance, having various mechanical, chemical, 
optical, vital and other properties and relations, is of great practical consicera- 
tion, in all the natural and physiological sciences. Now to understand the uses 
yo which it may be applied is the matter, and constitute tHe true practical phi- 
losophy of it. For instance, if 10 pounds of lead be melted and burnt in the 
open air, it will be converted to an oxide, and the red lead thus produced will be 
found to..contain eleven pounds, the additional | pound arising g from mes oxygen 


ymbibed from thé atmosphere, | 
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Fifth and lastly. Things are subject to abuse, or they may be applied to 
improper purposes. ‘To hold to the atmosphere with which we commenced, 
aman may fill his bosom with it only to curse or profane the name of the God 
and author of his existence, a use for which it certainly never was designed. 

‘Thus, in the identity of a thing, its properties, relations, uses, and abuses we 
obtain all necessary and useful knowledge concerning it. 

Now then, itis according to this rule we purpose to inquire into the death of 
Christ Jesus our Lord as set forth in scripture, a propitiatory for sin. We shal! 


endeavour carefully to *eperate this fact, the death of C ‘hrist, from all others, 
and p: artiftilarly from Ose 


4 


SECOND COMING OF CHRIST. 


resurrection of the just, which is then to take place, we must leave the glorious 


to it, or confounded with it, 
or mistaken for it, and ini primarily of it alone, speak of it fully, and speak 
of nothing but it in its properties, relations, uses and abuses. 

For this purpose then, and to conclude this paper we would observe that our 
subject is not one drawn from any department of natural or moral science, but 
one of religion; and yet itis nota subject of all kinds of religion; it is not one of 
natural religion; nor is it even a subject the common property of all departments 
of the true religion, It is not of the religion of Paradise,nor of the Patriarchal reli- 
zion, nor even of the Jewish religion, but bona, § le of the Christian religion only. 
Iris not-the general judgmentjnor the general resurrection, nor even the resurrec- 
ion of Christ, nor his burial, nor his condemnation to death, nor the accident of ~~ 
his death on a Cross, nor even any single result of his death, as atonement, re- 
demption, or Justification, but simply, singly and alone, **the death of Christ’’ 
inal) its attributes, relations and results, as described in the Scriptures of the 
Apostles and Prophets. | Fin. 
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Continued from page \7A. | 

We have demonstrated from Scripture our last proposition, namely, that 
“The coming of our Lord Jesus Christ from heaven will be visible to the inha- 
bitants of this earth universally; but before we proceed with the details of the 


cloud which bears the Son of God, the throne, and the angels, and take a cursory 
view of the political state of things at that time among the Jews, the people to 
whom he will appear first, and who are to be converted and saved by him from 
their sins, and from their numerous enemies. 

There is one thought more than others, which we beg the readet to keep in 
mind, that is, that these papers mean to speak of the second coming of Chnist 
only as it forms a part of the original gospel. This is the hope of his people | 
even as his first coming forms their faith. We believe he came once, and we 
are pardoned; we hope he wil! come again, and we shal! be glorified! 
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The following chapter relative tocthe land of Canaan and the return of the 
Jews to it, is from the author whom we quoted in a former number. 


1. As the land of Canaan is to be the place where the Lord 
Jesus is to reign with his ancients, for a thousand years after the 
return of the “Sew s, | think it proper to give my readers a short 
account of it, collected from the best authorities. | 

This land i is called the land of Canaan, because it was first set- 
tled by Canaan the son of Ham, the son of Noah. It is now-a 

~Furkish province in Asia. It lies between_the Mediterranean sea, 

and the mountains of Arabia; and extends from Egvptto Phe- 
nicia. It is bounded on the cast, by the mountains of Arabia; on 
the south by the wilderness of Paran, Idume, and Exypt; the 
west, by the Mediterranean, called in Hebrew, the great sea; to 
the north, by the mountains of Libanus. 

It is in a central part of the world, and is about 100 miles long. 

_and about 80 broad; it-ig supposed there are about 16,000 miles 
it. 

About 70 years after the birth of Christ, this land was taken 
trom the Jews by the Romans; Jerusalem was laid-evea with the 
ground, and more than one million of the Jews were destroyed, 
besides great multitudes being carried into captivity, or dispersed. 
allover the world. In 614, Jerusalem was taken by the Persians, 
and in 636, the Saracens, or Arabians, took it. 

In 1099, it was taken from them by people pretending to be 
Christians, under Godfrey; who held it till the year 1187, when 
they were conquered by } Saladan. . In 1217, the Turks drove out 
the Saracens, and they retain the land to this day. | , 

There is a standing tradition among the Turks that they and 
their government are—tobe—overcome by the Freuch, or thos 
nations who are called Christians Without any doubt this will 

i take place, which will make way for the return of the Jews. 
if i At the present day, the land of Canaan, under the Turkish go- 
verninent, 1s by lazy ‘Turks, plundering Arabs, and 
ay wretched race, called Christians. Though once it is said to have 
TY contained 8,000,000 of inhabitants. Th ugh this land is now but 
;n i thinly inhabited, and is an inconsiderable province of the Turkish 
‘ empire; yet the time will come, “when the Jews shall return to 
: this land of springs and brooks, of hills, plains, and luxuriant vales ; 
ii where this active people shall once more: inhabit the inchanting 
Pt spot, where the Prince of Peace accomplished the work of re- 
iil demption, when a just and energetic government, and the mild 
spirit of Christianity shall be restored; probably more than 8 muil- 
lions of souls will again enjoy this happy clime, rebuild her cities, 
and palaces, throng her templets and swell her songs of praise.” 
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2. Tadd a short description of Jerusalem, and its present situa - 
tion. 


This was once the capital of Melchizedek’s kingdom, called 
Salem in the book of Genesis. It was taken from the Jebusites 
by David, and called his city. Hazael, king of Syria, took it 
once. Nebuchadnezzer once took it and carried away the inha- 
_ bitants into Babylon. ‘Titus the son of Vespasian at last took it 
__and totally destroved it,/so that it has never been restored to its 
former grandeur. Adrig@n undertook to rebuild it afterwards, but 
failed in the undertaking. The Empress Helena, the mother ot 
Constantine, visited it afterwards, and found it in a most forlorn 
situation; intending to rebuild it, she erected a temple over the 
place where Christ was buried, called the temple of the sepulchre, 
which is now standing, and kept in good repair. ‘The Emperor 
Julian undertook to rebuild Jerusalem, but did not; for Christ had 
said that this city should be trodden down of the Gentiles, and so 

The present situation of Jerusalem is this, it is possessessed by 
the Turks, who call it, Cudsumbaric, and Coudsheriff; and is re- 
duced to a poor thinly inhabited town, about three miles in cir- 
cumference, situated in a rocky mountain, surrounded on all sides, 
except the north, with steep ascents and deep valleys; and these 
again surrounded with other hills, at some distance from them. 

The temple built by Helena, which has been built more than 
twelve hundred years, is kept in good repair to this day. The 
walls of it are stone, and the roof cedar, at the east end encloses 


buried. On Mount Moriah, in Jerusalem, is a building called 
Solomon’s temple, but when, or by whiom built, is uncertain. 
Jerusalem is now under the government of a Sangiac. The 
Jews, and those who are called Christians, are ya a wretched situ- 
ation, being kept poor by the tyranny of the ‘Turkish government. 
There are seven remarkable things, to be seen in the neigh-— 
bourhood of Jerusalem. 
1. The pool of Bethesda, 120 paces long, 40 broad, and 8 deep, 
2. The tomb of the Virgin Mary, 47 steps below the surface of 
the earth. ‘The tomb of Jehosaphat. 4. Absalom’s piliar, sup- 
to be the one he erected. 5. The tomb of Zachariah the 
son of Brachiah. 6. The royal sepulchres, where the kings were 
formerly buried. 7. The Potter’s field, which was bought with 
the thirty pieces of silver; it is called, Campo Sancto, the holy 


field. 
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tered into all parts of the world. 


Shoe-makers, a poor wicked race, the skum of different nations, 
principally Arabs. 

How different is the situation of this city from ifs ancient gran- 
deur! Once the city of the great king ; ; now the seat of wickedness ; 
but cre long this city will appear as ‘much greater than it was for- 


merly, as he who reigns over the house of Jacob, is greater than 
Solomon in all his glory in Jertisalem. 


_3. The Jews, and their present situation. 


The name Jew, is taken from the word Judah, and 1s a name 
given to the descendants of Abraham, through Isace: sometimes 
it means enly two tribes and sometimes it meaus the twelve tribes. 


Judah and Israel mean the two nations, or those who belonged 
to the two kingdoms, 


Since Jerusalem was taken by Titus, the Jews have been seat- 


In many countries, and at diffe- 

rent times, they have been treated W ith great cr uelty, though since 

the revival of ‘learning and the increase of mildness in the world, 

they have been treated with more humanity than they were iormer- 

ly. Itis said that once in England, a Jew was at the Sn Sa 

the ¢hief where he lived. In the vear 1348, an epidemic ‘distem- 

per raged in a great part of Europe ; it was said that the Jews 

had poisoned the springs and wells , Which*was the cause of it; the 

consequence of this report wa s, that a million and a half of ‘this 

miserable nation were put to rir 
In the year 1492, half a million of them were driven out of 


Spain, and an 150, 000 from Portugn!. At the present day a more 
generous system 1s taking place. 


years ago, France allowed them the Tight ‘of citizens. 
"They have for several vears been tolerated in England, Holland, 
and Prussia, &c. In France of late, their privileges are enlarg- 
ed, by the Emperer Bonaparte, and in the year 1506, (last year) 
they met asa Congress, or Sanhedrim, in Paris. This it is said, 
was the first meeting of the kind they have had since Titus carried 
them away from Jerusalem.—Notwithstandi ing all they have met 
with, they still retain the idea of returning to the land of Canaan, 


_ according to what their prophets have told them, and their situa- 


tion is such, being rich to a proverb, and having their riches in 
money and mov eables, that it will not be difficult for them to re- 
turn when the day arrives for them to fly upon the shoulders of the 


~~ to the promised land; which leads me to the fourth par- 
ticular. 


4, The t manner in which ey will return to that lan 
salem. 


if 
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The chief thing which now hinders the return of the Jews, is the 
power of the Turks, who now possess their land. ‘Their govern- 
ment extends over a great part of the world. In Europe they pos- 
sess Romania, Bulgaria, Servin, Wallachia, Modavia, Bessarabia. 
Greece, Macedonia, Albania, Thessaly, Levadia, Maria, and the | 
Archipel ago Island. In Asta they possess Georgia, Tincomania, 
Dearbek, Anatolia, or Asia Minor, Sy ria,.and the land of Canaan, 

called, Palestine. In Africa, they possess Eevpt and some dis- 
tricts of Barbary.. This power must and wil! be weakened before 
the Jews return, for they have ever been great enemies to that 
nation. 

From what I can gather from the Seriptares, the Parks will be 
so weakened by wars, that in a treaty with some nation, this will 
he one article, that they shall «ive up the land of Canaan to the 
Jews, and quietly leave the country, “and withdraw all their ene- 
mies. ‘The prophets mention that the Turks shall not be slain, 
but go forth from the land and be removed far away from them. 
This is mentioned in Isaiah, xtix.17, “'T hy destroy ers and they 

} that made thee waste; forth of thee.” This verse shews— 
that by some means or other the Turks will ak mtarily leave the 
land tothem, and remove at such a distance that the Jews will not 
lear them. | i 


It appears to me from the present situation of things any ong rthe 
Turks, and Jews, that the nation of France and some leader will 
lead the Jews inte the promised land. It is possible that Bonaparte 
may be the man. He has.been engaged 1 a war against the ss»: [aaa 
Turks in Egypt, he has assembled the Jews in Paris, “and shewed — 

“them sueh-favours as no other king ever has since Titus led them ._ 
away captive. I think it altogether tikely that as a Gentile led 
them out of their lane, (‘Titus the Roman) so a gentile will lead 
them back. They may think the man who leads them into thetr 
land to be the Messiah. ‘The Jews have of late endeavoured to 
prove that the Emperor of France is a descendant of David. 

It appears from the prophecy that they will appoint themselves 
one leader or head to go before them out of the land where they 
now are. Hosea, ii, 11, “ Then shall the children of Judah and 
the children of Israel be aathered together, and appoint themselves 
one Head, and they shall come up out of the land; for great shall 


be the day of Jezreel* If this text anes not refer to such a time, 
cannot tell what} it means. 


aries, ‘and swift ating on litters, mules, chariots, and in 


ships of Tarshish ; ; bringing their sons from far, and their daught- 
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ers from the ends of the earth, and that they shall be settled ac- 
cording to their old estates, and thet even the river of Egypt shall 


aie _ be smitten in the seven streams, that the Jews may go ove dry 
shod. 


when the inhabitants of Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, shall 
hear, that the Turks who have so long trodden down Jerusalem 


tion from the one who is at the head of the Jews shall eo forth into 
every place where a Jew is found, calling him to join the great 
company who are returning to the lands of their fathers! When 
from different parts of the land they shall be seen in great com- 
‘panies on toot, on horses, mules, camels, dromedaries, on swilt 
beasts, on litters, in chariote, in the arms and on the shoulders 
of the Gentiles, they shall be seen with their faces towards Zion, 
asking g of strangers the way! When trom countries separated from 


—— ~—~after, shalt “bring the-sons of Abraham from distant lands, and 


- before the Lord! Such a time as this will bring all the believing 
Gentiles to rejoice with this people; because the Lord has visited 
them, and because this will be one of the last signs of the coming 
of the Son of man to reign on the earth a thousand vears,. wheti 
wars shall cease to the ends of the earth, and all nations shall 
call him blessed! 

iim =6©60CSCS*ététS- Whee the Jews return to their Jand, they will carry w ith them 
it great riches, of gold and silver; according to Isaiah, Ix. 9, “Surely 
the isles sball wait for thee, and the ships of Tarshish first, to bring 


i abundance of this, those who do business in ships will leave many 
ay places where they now trade, and go to Joppa, the seaport ot 
Tt am Canaan, to trade with the Jews, who having just come from distant 
| _ parts, will want many things of those who do business on the 

great waters, this will turn the trade of the seas to them; this ts 

‘called a conversion of the seas to the Jews. {[saiah, ix. 5, “ Be- 

cause the abundance of the seas shall be converted unto thee, the 
forces of the Gentiles shall come unto thee.” What is here called 

the forces of the Gentiles, which shall come to the Jews, in their 

land, is in Chap. Ixi. 6, called the riches of the Gentiles, which 

they shall eat of. “ Ye shall eat the riches of the Gentiles, and 

____ in their glory shall ye boast yourselves.” 


O what a remarkable day will that be, (a day near at hand) | 


Canaan by great waters, the ships of ‘T'arshish first, and others — 


from the isles afar off as they bring an offering ina clean vessel 


their sons from far, their gold and silver with them.” Having an 


niah says that-there-will-be.so.much riches brought from diffe-_ 


and laid waste the land, te resign the whole land 
the Jews and to leave the country voluntarily! when a proclama- nie 


rent part of the world to the Jews after their return, that they will 
be employed night and day to receive it, not even having time to 
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shut their gates at night. They will keep them open all night to 
give the ( icntiles opportunity to come in with their riches contmu- 
ally. See chap. lx. 2, “ Therefore thy gates shall be open con- 
tinu ally, they shall not ‘be shut day nor night, that men may bring 
unto thee the forces of the Gentiles » and that their kings may be 
brought.” 

It is thought by many, that when the Jows s return, thev will al! 
be cofverted, or submit to Jesus Christ; but ace ording to the pro- 


_phee after the return, and live time in unwalled cities 


The Evang elist. | —— 


without fear_of the urks,or-anv_ other nation: being greatly in- 


creased in riches, there will be a sudden attempt made by the 
Gentiles to overcome them, take their riches and their land from 
them, and even advance towards them with apparent success; at 
at which time they are in great distress, Jesus Christ will appear, 
subdue their foes, and dwell among them, at which time, they will 
see him, and say, “ Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the 
Lord."—This I shall notice in the next sermon. 


DR. SLEIGH— 
To. the Editor of the Journal, called “© The Evangelist 


“ik, 
The last number of your Journal has just been handed to me.—In it I 
find the following invitations: * Will not the Doctor come out? Will he not 
prove the first proposition in hisGospel P*? viz. “*Man will not believe the gospel, 
unless by the influence of the Spuagof God,’ “Did any apostle, saint, martyr,” 
&c. previously receive the spint’@0 make him give credit to the record of God? 
I reply unequivocally, Fee—and no man, womar, of child, ever believed the 
Gospel vntil the spirit of God made them—and I challenge you ra one 
single instance to the conuary, It would ill become a servant of the Lord, ho 
matter the consequences, no matter how much he has been and may be slandered, 
and ridiculed for so doing, it would j/] become him, I say, to refuse the abore 
appeal to the word of the living Lord! but before I proceed to discuss the ques- 
tion, permit mie to request your readers to-do three things, viz. Ist. ‘Tocompare 
my pamphlet with your remarks thereon, and judge how far you have dealt fairly 
with it, or have faithfully represented the doctrines therein contained, 2dly. 
To remark how you have given the public to understand that 1 was the firsé 
who reviled you! And 3dly. How remarkably God has made you publicly 


convict yourself; for having impiously said, “your tongue and pen were not 


_ yours, but Christ’s;*? for immediately after your insinuating that you therefore 


could not revile again! you in the very next page revit me worse than ever, by 


= 


insinuating that I was from Billingsgate! and shortly after you highly commend 
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your brother Johnson for having called me “ miscreant!!? I now sir, ask you, 

is this giving the public to understand that I first reviled you, when you wel! 
knew you yourself first attacked me in your Journal with the refined and polite 
epithet of “an Ass in a Lion’s skin,” is this I ask you,what you call honesty? Is 
this what you call truth? Is this what Americans consider honorable conduct? 
I well know they do not. [have reviled no man. I have reviled and censured 
principles, errors, vain babblings, not men. ‘I his is what my’ Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ did, and [ trust through his grace, to be found sodoing 
until theend. If you point out a single instance to me where I reviled you, 
[ will instantly apologise. Indeed I have already fully apologized, in a note, 
in my pamphlet, which Mr. Johnson has done me the favour of publishing, in 
order to prove what a base man Lam, because I apologized for any severity of 
language; because I confessed with the Apostle Pau! “that io me dwelleth no 
good thiug.’? How God catcheth men in their own craftiness! I consider this 
one occurrence alone sufficient to open the eyes of any of the Lori's Children, 
(who may have been by your doctrines led away) to the awful blindness, tota! 
ignorance of the heart of man, and pharasaical pride of their leaders. I forgive, 
and pity you and him. May God pity you both. Let us for the future drop al! 
personalities. 

Now to the subject. As you build yourtheory of the operation of the Holy 
Spirit upon erroneous Physiological and Metaphysical principles, and upon erro- 
neous deductions from certain passages of Scripture, I shal! first proceed to lay 
down the first principles of these sciences, and then examine the passages of 
Scripture to which you refer. 1st. Matter is termed inorganic, ot dead, until it 
is impregnated with the principles of life; ll then it belongs to the physical 
world; but when once impregnated with this principle of life, certain pheno- 
mena are produced by which we are enabled go sav, it is alive; then its position 
in creation becomes changed—it belongs toe@he physical or vital kingdom; 
what this principle of life is we know not, but the moment it touches matter, it 
produces corresponding effects; it in fact changes dead to living matter. This 
principle of jife then, dwells not in dead matter——-ministers not in dead matter— 
is sent not to abide in dead matter—but is sent to make dead matter alive; and 
when alive, to operate in tt, Here are a few plain facts; but it is indispen-— 
sably necessary for these to be kept in view in order to detect the fallacy of your 


theory. 


God compares his spirit as to its nature, operation and effects, to this principle 
of life. Hence the Lord says, “it is the spirit which maketh alive.” Now, 
sir, ansy¢r me plainly these four following questions. Ist. Is matter dead or 
alive a i it is impregnated with the principle of life? 2nd. Would it be true 
to say, such a power made such matter alive, if it were alive before the power 
touched it? 3rdly. Which does the principle of life dwell in dead, or in living 
matter? 4thly. Although you will reply, “it dwells in living matter,’’ yet is it 
not this principle of life which entering the dead matter, made it alive? 


| 
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Now let us consider the Lord’s own declaration respecting the nature, power 
and operation of His Spirit which He identifies with the principle and operation 
of life. The Lord Jesus declares, (John, vi. 63) ‘It is the Spirit which giveth 
life: (quickeneth) “the flesh can do nothing” (profiteth nothing), There are 
three distinct and great truths contained in this short sentence, each and every 
one of which you and your coadjutors distinctly deny. ‘The Ist is, that the 
body which by the spirit is made alive, must be, &ll then, dead: otherwise to 
say, that the spirit makes a body alive, which was alive before the spirit entered 
it, would be to make the Lord speak what would be untrue. You say, Man is 
not spiritually. dead, and thus you give the lie to the Lord. If you deny the in- 
ference, please answer me, can it be said in truth that a power makes a thing, 
which thing was made, before the power reached it? 


Yndly. The Lord declares, “it is the spirit which maketh alive? Now sir, 


your system teaches that it is the written word, without the aid of the spirits 
which brings men toGod. Do you not in this instance also, give the lie to the 
Lord? Is not the spirit here put in con tradistinction to the letter or written 
word, which Paul states “killeth You will reply, and say, the written 
word is the spirit.’ Is it so? P ray who informed you?) Where do you find this 
doctrine? certainly not in the bib! e—I know you will in the Millenial Harbin- 
ger and such works of men. Oh yes, you will say, in the very end of this 63d 
verse, the Lord says, ‘the words that I speak unto you are spirit, and life.” 
Stop, sir, fora moment—read the passage again, and tell me, does the Lord say, 
‘the words that [ speak unto youare tre spirit!’ No, verily! much less does 
He say, they are the Holy Spirit. This is the only passage int he whole bible 
which, with all youringenuity, you can advance to maintain with any shadow 
of plausibility your doctrine; bug to detect the fallacy of your interpretation, 
vour readers have only to ate@@d to the following facts, Ist. The Lord had 
just been speaking of eating his flesh, and drinking his blood,(Verse 53, 54, 55). 
2, His disciples murmured at it, and said, “ it is a hard saying, whe can bear 
it??? 3. ‘The Lord replies to their murmurings by alluding to his own aScension 
which tHe spirit of God was to accomplith; and then undeceiving them as to 
the nature of the flesh and blood he alluded to, by informing them, that his 
words referred to spiritual flesh and spiritual blood, which his brethren (those 
born of the spirit) must eat—and as I before observed, he did not say, ** the 
words that I speak unto you are (tite) spirit; but “are spirit,” that is, spi- 
ritual—that is, have a spiritual meaning: for where the Lord in the beginning of 


the same verse speaks of the Holy Spirit, he says, ‘‘it spirit—l not 


at all surprised that natural men (that is all who are not barn of the.spirit) can- 
not understand—cannot receive these things— for the scriptures inform me that 
** the natural man receiveth not the things of the spirit of God, for they are fool- 


ishness unto him; neithercan he know them, because Uicy are spiritually dis~ 
cerned.” Cor, ii. 14. 
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Review of the preceding Piece. 


In supplying the.above piece on “ spiritual operations, ”*—the 
palladium of Calvanism, Armenianism, and the doctor's ism,—the 
doctor appears to us like a dead man arisen to ring his own re- 
quiem. The brief period of his rampage in Cincinnati has flown 
past as on the wings of the wind, it has fled away like the shadows 
of the morning; time has laid his all soothing hand on the epheme- 


ral bruit, and the noise is hushed into a dead, oblivious calm; the —— 


ancient gospel, nevertheless, 1s still alive, operates imspent,” 
and continues to push forward its victories with unabated and 
indetaiiguable vigour even in the presence of its enemies. 

The doctor sent us ten pages of which we have printed five; 
the remainder will be set up in a subsequent number. Meanwhile 
we shall attend to so muchof it as is now before the reader, and to 
begin with the first paragraph. 

It the reader would know whether we misreprese ted the doc- 
trines of the pamphlet as the doctor insinuates in his first paragraph, 


Tet him please read our piece again and he will ee eive that with 


not.one of its doctrines have we touched save that of “ spiritual 
operations,” and this the doctor recognizes, and has p!edged him- 
self to sustain. Where then is there : any unfair, or unfaithful re- 
presentation of his doctrines? le cannot himself point out a single 
lastance; and therefore his request, that the readers of the Evan- 
gelist should compare his pamphlet with what [ have extracted, ts 


base; and gratuitous, and can mean nothing more than * Please. 


purchase my pamphlet or I find it tobe so useless to myself that 
fam willing to give it to you for nothifig:” but [am bold to say, 

that a meaner and more contemptib le pamphlet, doth m matter and 
appearance, never issued from the Cincinnati press. 3 

The doctor says, we insinuated he was from Billingscate. We 
deny it—we nosuch thing. ‘The doctor is an Irishman 
although he has countenanced the idea that he was from London. 
He says, “we highly commend” brother Johnson for calling him 
this gratuitous and insulting charge, we have 
only to.reply, it is false. We never commended brother John- 
son highly or lowly, or in any way atall for using such lan- 
guage; we on the contrary deplore the use of such w ‘ords by any 
disciple, even when repelling the basest of treatment. ‘The doctoy 
says, we gave him the epithet of “an Ass ina Lion’s skin.’ We 
did no such thing. If the doetor’s rhodomontode in Sycamore 
street suggested “the Ass,” not an ass, in “ the fable” he was to 


tor the not we. says he reviled 


| 
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| a principles, for he published Brother Campbell, Brother Johnson, | 
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__of this reformation as he charitably expresses himself; but the 
decter would do well to be silent-on-the subject of Pharasaism as a— 


omnes. From the following, learn the spirit of the whole tribe: 


feelings that instead of giving thanks for the company he gave only 


and to shew, by certain philosophical truths, and scriptures, that 


_less. be found in unison with the general doctrine, and consequent. 


2 science,” namely: that matter is dead until impregnated with the 


= 
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and myself, as a set of aclorious and absolute liars. He says, the 
Lord and Saviour reviled principles, not men.’ This is a gross 
error—the Saviour reviled neither principles nor men but spoke 
the truth on all occasions, “and reviled not again.” He rebuked 
men but never principles. He said, “ you hypocrites, you whited 
sepulchres, you generation of vipers,” &c. 

THe doctor affects to pity and forgive the pharasaical leaders 


more, seperative and seperating set of professors than the few fol- 
lowers of John Walker never appeared on earth. «Ab uno disce 


When Mr. Walker visited ‘Edinburg he was invited te supper: 
by the famous devoted and pious followers of the Lamb, the two 
Haldens, James and Robert. Mr. Walker being requested to 
vive thanks, did so, but such were his pharasaical sentiments and 


for himself; and on another occasion, when one of the company 
retumned thanks, Mr. Walker arose from table, walked off into a 
window recess, and said his own grace. This is precisely what 
the humble hearted doctor would do with the holiest professor on 
earth, where he to assert that the Christian privileges are to be 
obtained conditionally. 

But let us now attend to the doctrinal and argumentative paris 
of the communication. We shall here’ state in the doctor’s own 
words the proposition which he purposes from scripture to sustain. 


“* No man, woman, or chill ever believed the gospel unti! the 


spirit of Ged made them.” * 


In order to prove this the doctor-ought to shew that those men- 
tioned in scripture who believed the gospel, believed it only whea 
they were compelled by the spirit’s operation on their minds; but 
without referring to particular cases in this part of the communica. 
tion, the doctor first attempts to establish the doctrine in general, 


no man will believe the gospel until made believe it b the « opera 

tion of the spirit. This 1s certainly a correct legie which he oa 
purposed to be guided by ; for if he ean prove the doctrine generally 
true, that man will not believe the gospel unless compelled by the 
spirit, the particular conversions recorded in scripture will doubt- 


ly easy to be disposed off. 
To establish this popular but absurd theory, the doctor pr ———— 
lay” down what he calls “the first priuciples of physiological 
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principle of life.” This we sadmit in its widest sense: th 
not distinctly stated the doctor, I pereeive, would wish to establish 
an analogy between the principle of life in physics, and the spirit 
of God in religion; for he says, in his third paragraph, “ God com- 
pares his spirit as to its naure, operation, and etfects, to this prin- 
ciple of life.” ‘The doctor’s logic here then is, that as life makes - 
_ dead ‘matter alive, so the spirit of God makes dead mind Alive, 
te confirm this by seripture-he appéals to John, vi. 63d, and_ 
cuotes it:-—“ It is the spirit that maketh alive.” 

Many, I know, on account of false impressions derived from the 
lessons of the blind guides ef this age, will be ready at first sight 
- to conelude, that the doctor’s observation is correct, and that his 
application of the verse inJohn,!s strictly proper; but no such thing. 
We deny both the analogous part of his doctrine and the use of 
the scripture adduced 1n proof of it, and will show to the contumn m, 
if not to the conviction of the de ctor, that the analogy is between 
life and the zrerd; not between life ‘and the spirit. Ycs, itis a 


New Testanient analogy that the word of God is to dead lt — 


what the principle of life is to dead matter; so that if life makes 
matter aliv e, the word of God makes mind alive; or, if the ling 
principle imparts physiological life to matter, the liv: ing word im- 
paris religious life to mine. But the doctor will bear with us if 
in this place we tender Lim a caveat, to beware how he con- 
founds matter and mind; to beware how he quotes, as relating to 
the spirtt’s operation on mind, s ‘riptures which reiate tothe spirit’s 
operation on matter. Christ’s dead body was quickenéd, or made 
alive, by the operaticnof ihe spirif on it when in the sepulehre, 
and the bodv ofall the satats will be made alive at the resurrection 
by a like operation ; in these things the doctor and | perlectly agree. 
but the question before him wall not be settled by quoting serip- 
tures which relate to the operation of the Holy Spirit upon dead 
hodies; he must quote seripture to prove his operation on dead 
mind—mind dead to the knowledge and love of God—the mind of 
the sinner who has vet to believe the gospel end to be saved by it. 
Of all the errors winch have disgraced the Christian profession 
this one of special operation bemg necessary to faith, pled for by 
all the Protestant sects, and forming a common foundation for them 
to rest on, has most of all,—yea, more than all, tended directly to 
make “ the word of God of no effect.” 

Now I pledge myself to show, the moment it becomes | necessary 
or useful, that the word of God i is quick, (alive) that it quickens, 
or makes alive mind; or, to use the Eareotangy nd the doctor. 


it impregnates mi 


now declare my thorough conviction that it is no function or ofhce 
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of the Divine spirit, by special operations, to quicken dead mind | 
and that the doctor cannot bring one single solitary passage in 
which it is said the spirit by said | operation quickens the mind, or 
soul, or spirit that 1s in a sinner. 

It now becomes necessary for us to show, that the use of which 
doctor Sleigh has made of the’63d verse of the 6th chapter of John 
is not the proper one; for this purpose we shall quote the entire 
paragraph iwhich it is found. Probably to test the faith and 
confidence of his professed followers the Lord Jesus spoke a 
highly figurative discourse inthe Synagogue, when teaching in 
Capernaum. It offended many of them. Wherelore the ehapier 
proceeds as follows: 


“Many, therefore, of his disciples when they heard this, said, 
This is an hard saying, who cag hear it. W hen Jesus knew in 


himself that his disci; ples mur rind at it, he saif unto them, Doth’ 


this offend you? W hat and if you shall see the son of man ascend 
up where he was before; it is thé spirit that quickeneth, the 
flesh profiteth nothing; the words ‘that I speak unto you, are spirit 
—and_are life; but there are some of you that believe not. For 
Jesus knew from the begiving who they were that believed not, 
and who should betray him. - And he said, Therefore said T unto 
you, that no man can come unto me except it were given pnto him 
by my Father. From this time many of his disciples Peat back 
and walked no more with him.” | 


The comment of the doctor on the 63 verse is to the following. 


amount: “The Holy Spirit maketh alive those who are spiritually 
dead.’ Now in this eloss there are no fewer than two bold as 
sumptions, the first of which is that the Holy Spirit quickens dead 
mind; but that it is mind which is here quickened is not stated 


in the text; and therefore this part of the doctor's exposition — 


goes for what the reader chooses to value it at. I value it at less 
than nothing, because, it is an assumption which has no parelle! 
In scripture by which to sustain itself. * 

The second matter assumed by the dnote. ia his comment iS, 
that the spirit, mentioned in the beginning of the verse, is the Holy 
Spirit. Now, we would ask the doctor in his own style, “Is it so? 
Pray who informed him? Where does he fiad the word Holy? I 
know he will find it in his own faucy; but observe it is notin the 
sacred text.” Let him cease then to presume and impose his un- 
natural and forced interpretations on the ving word. 

But if we should even suppose with the doctor, that it is the 
Holy Spirit which is here said to quicken, it would be more in 

unison the context to the Spo 


; 
| 
& bel 
4 
N 
a t 
4 
at 
a 
¥ 
} 
i 
; 
4 
> ar 
4 
= 
ya 
ba 
& 
“3 
: 
a 
te 
2 
| > 
Z 
¢ 4 
| Be 
4 
* 
a 


332 The Evangelist. 


could “ascend up to where he was before”, required to be raised 
from ‘the dead’ by the Holy Spirit. Indeed, Peter says, he was 

“quickened by the Spirit”; that 1s, hewas raised from the dead by 
the Spirit. 

‘ But this import, if it be the true one, destroys the doctor’s use of 
the 63d verse, for it shows that not thé dead mind of a sinner, but 
the dead body of the blessed Saviour i is the aE aol 
ened by the Spirit. 

The soul, or living principle in man is, ieeainy in scripture, 
called, the spirit, as in the follcwing verses: “As the body without | 
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also, being alone”. 
Again, “ The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak”. Again, 


_ “Let us cleanse ourselves from al! filthiness of the flesh and spirit’, 


“Now” as James says, “the body without the spirit is dead”; and the 
Saviour says, “ it is the spirit tat maketh afty e, the flesh profiteth. 
nothing”; are we not led to conclude that as the word flesh, here 

signifies the human body, so the word spirit signifies the soul, or 
living principle animating the body? No dov bt but this is un- 
questionably the meaning of the passage, It is the spirit that 
causes the body of man to live, the flesh avails nothing. This is 
precisely Dr. Sleigh’s sentiments in relation to matter “and mind; 
without the latter the former is dead. But some one may 
say, hé®can see no instruction in such a communication, for 
surely every body knew that the human body was kept alive 
by the spirit within it. Hold friend, this isa silly objection; many 
things which every body knew perfectly were mentioned by the 
Saviour in order to turn them to religious improvement. Every 
body knew, for instance, that the lillies did not spin nor weave 


‘own simple beautiful robes; that the birds sowed no 


nor gathered into bains; yet the ‘Saviour mentioned these things 
and turned them to the spiritual improvement of those who were 
willing to.be instructed by him. Just so here; the Saviour did not 
tell them that the spirit made the body alive because thev did not 
know this,but for the important,the al! important purpose of convey- 
ing tothem by a potent, brilliant and impressive figure the supreme 
excellence and value of the very words which they had said were 
hard and unintelligible. “This,” said they, “isa hard saving, who 
can hear it?” But Jesus said, “ ‘he words that I speak unto vou 

are spirit and life”; thus identifying his blessed word (not the spirit 
as the doctor says) with life and the spirit of life itself, and esta- 
blishing beyond all controversy and to all intents and purposes an 
analogy between the living principle and the word of God! that 
is as life makes dead matter alive, so the word or doctrine of 
Christ makes alive the dead mind of the wretched world for 
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: which he died to save it from hell, and from the sins and trespasses © 


in which it lay dead; dead to righteousness, dead to God. 
The Saviour had just been teaching the most important doc- 
trines in the Christian religion, namely that he had come from 
heaven to save the world; that he was the true bread, the living 
bread, and would give his flesh for the life of the world, after 
which he would ascend again to where he was before. No wonder 
then if the Saviour set forth the words in which these soul-saving 
doctrines were delivered, by the most =. figures, and com- 
pared them, in strength and extent of effect, to spirit and life. 
“ The words which I speak unto you are spirit and life”. 

Where now is the doctor’s commeat? Where is his doctrine of 
the spirit operating upon the sinner’s mind to make it believe the 
Gospel? Vain fancy! Modern and deleterious fable! It is scattered 
like the smoke out of the chimney, or the chaff of the summer’s 
threshing-floor! [t is driven away like the airy cloud before the 
parallel winds, and dissipated like the dew at the dawning of the 
day! Having stated and proved by the New Testament the analogy 
which the word of God bears to dead mind, and the relation 
that the living principle bears to inert matter, we Shall conclude 
by telling the ‘doctor how he may turn the past to thet Improvement 
of the future. 

We would advise him then to use. ‘no more the vulgar language 
of giving “the lie to the Lord Jesus.” Let him no more say, that 
I “deny men to-be spiritually dead ;” or that I believe “the writ- 
ten word to be the spirit,” or “ the spirit the written word.” Our 
readers must necessarily smile at the doctor’s consummate igno- 
.rance of my sentiments and the sentiments of this reformation. 


The doctor in his blindness and party enthusaism looksto me, little == = | a 


~ different from a madman, leeping «nd sporting in the midst of a 
thousand red-hot ploughshares, with his eyes shut. Finally Let 
the doctor stick to his proposition, and let him bring forward his 
- proofs from scripture in an orderly manner; let him bring them 
forward numerically, one, two, three, &c. and I promise carefully 
to examine, and certainly ¢ to dash them to pieces. 


Brotner Scor, 

Dear sir,—I addressed you a letter some time ago, requesting 
an expression of your views upon the subject of slavery as it is at this time tole- 
rated by some of the professed restorers of the Ancient Gospel. I must confess 
that I have fears that the leaders of the reformation are wanting in mora! honesty 
as well as moral courage. They have evinced a dittle of the leaven, peculiar 


to > this degenerate age.” _They show | a tetcee to compremit the truth with — 


when weighed i in the balance. | 
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Now, my dear sir, of what avail wili our reformation be if it is understood to 
sanction slavery? Is not slavery the parent of ignorance? How can the human 
mind ever be enlightened while it is held in bondage, subject to the caprice of a 
tyrant? Will it ever be able to appreciate argument, reas6n or truth, while all 
qualifications for judging are prohibited? To say nothing of the morality of 
slavery, the success of our principles depends upon the freedom and intelligence 
of the human mind. Can you, Brother Scott, as an honést teacher, hold your 
peace, under those convictions which every ratiunal man must have when he 
reflects upon the subject? Is it possible sir, that you cannot utter a wotd, for the 


oppressed and those who have none to help them? Have you no bowels of com-_ 


pasion for the sufferings of our fellow creatures who are groaning in hopeless sla- 
very—doomed to intellectual and physical degradation, an¢ that too by pro- 


_ fessed Christians, and many of them the advocates of the Ancient Gospel, who 


have protested against Kingly, and Priestly domination, and have laboured to 
remove the ignorance upon which they exist? 

The truth is, Brother Scott, Slavery, Ningeraft, and Prientcraf, are all ini- 
mical to the Gospel, and if we are honest restorers of the Ancient Gospel, we 
must direct our epergies to the destruction of the whole. ‘They are a trinity of 
evils, the source of all the suffering in Christendom. ‘The disciples in this part 


me of the country are beginning to throw off their cowardice and their man-fearing sf 


spirit, and to speak boldly upon the subject. Silver Creek has resolved to hold 
no correspondence with asscciations that sanction slavery. Our church at this 
place, of 70 members, have resolved not to break the loaf with slaveholders, 
or ia any way to countenance them, as Christians. For all of which. thank 


God, and hope that he will save us from having the infamous sin of leven? pemaen Byes 
engrafted upon our the supineness and of those who, 

plead his cause. 
will NOL Open your this citadel-of the devil, Theve bot 


one request to make of you, and that is to publish this over my signature, (for 


which I will pay the usual price) and erase my name from the list of your sub- 


scribers, and forward your account to this office for payment, as I can no longer 
conscientiously wish you God speed, 

| Yours, in the hope, | | | 
FIELD. 


N.B. The last paragraph of this letter and the request it contains I re- 


voke upon condition that you allow me to speak through your paper upon my 
own responsibility and over my proper name. N, F. 


____T have erased your | name from the list of my 


you may know that Iam not enslaved to 
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you, or the contents of your letter, or to any whom its contents 
may concern, I have published it free of expense. Having done 
so, permit me to ask who authorized the Silver Creek association 
to nee on slavery? Again. What sanctions are appended to 
the enactments of either Silver Creek association which reprobates 
slavery, or any other association which approves it? Are not the 
laws of all associations as such inerely human? and if so, are they 
not exceedingly presumptuous to put themselves as a legislative 
bedy over a,people whom they never redeemed? We are Christ’s | 
disciples , and not the slaves of self-constituted associations. 
Finally. Who ordered your church of 70 members at Jeffer- 
sonville to make laws for herself; and resolve net to. “ break the 
loaf with such as hoid slaves, or in any way to countenance them 
as Christiaus?”’ For all this you thank God; but, beloved sir, hold; 
you owe it in toto to the Silver Creek association and your own | 
church of 70 members at Jeffersonville. What is this you call 
the Silver Creek association? © Is*it of heaven or of men?” It 
sounds in my ears like Mormonism, or the golden bible, and 1 
doubt not that its decrees are equaily valuable with them. 
ee fe. question of slavery is one of unbounded extent and interest, 
/ and perplexes those who hold slaves, and those who hold them no:. 
‘The wisest men in the nation, nay the whole nation united know 
@ «hot how to rid themselves of this intolerable and Increasing evil. 
| Every project seems to fail. Have you made a discovery on the 
es bject? If you have what is it? Please iet me know, and if it” 
“Pay ies to me at all to meet the exigences of the case I will print it; 
—if not—I wont. 

But let us have nething more of * oppressors and robbers,” and 
“tyrants and the citadel of the devil,” &c. We are generally very 
eloquent when decyphering the faults of others; but suppose 
change of cases. Suppose that as one man you could set the whole ss 7 
black population of the slave holding states free by a nod of your 

head, or a wave of the hand, or the breath of your lips. How 

would you do? Would you free them on the spot, or do it gra- 
dually? Would you let them live where they were manumitted, 
o: translate them to free states? Or, would you colonize them in 
Liberia, or send them to the Canadas, or to Mexico? Or would you 
erect them into a black empire, and plant them beyond the Mis- 
sissippi, or the Rocky Mountains? Let us have Yon discovery if 
you have made one. 

In the mean time know, beloved brother, that there are men 
holding slaves at this moment who areas kind masters and as good 
Christians as any man in the Silver Creek association, or in = 
Church of 70 members at Jeffersonville. Who then, | ask again 

commanded you to separate yourselves from Church communion 


fo eg. 
4 
2 
4 4 
* 
; 
% 
3 
ae 
4 ty A 
a 
‘ 
3 ¥ 
rt 
ARS 
= 
7 
4 
~ 
ae 
3 
4 

Ping 
4 
= 
q 
4 
» 
¥ 
Ra 
4 
ry 
3 
a 
: 
ERE 
re 
+f 
oF 
& 
i 


236 The Evangelist. 


with those men, because they have had entailed on them an evil 
which they could not bir anticipate and now cannot correct. 
As well sir,*might the brethren at Ephesus have repudiated reli- 
gious intercourse with the Church of Jerusalem, because she could 
not, or did not, rid herself of circumcision and slavery to the Law 
of Moses. | 

The manumission of our slave population can be accomplished 
now only by a means which, heaven alone knows—lI know it not. 
You are pleased to resolve the silence of certain of us on this great 


subject into “a want of moral honesty.” [think if wit and cha- 


rity combined to judge us in the case they would soon discover 


that our silence is susceptible of a very different explanation. | 
am no friend to slavery, like you and the good men to whom | 
have alluded I deprecate its commencement, I deplore its continu- 
ance, and tremble for its issue; but I am silent because § think to 
speak would be folly. What ought to be said I cannot say, and 
what ought not to be said I will not say. Ina word, I leave this 


subject to you and others marewise than myself, and shall continue 


to enforce | upon both master and slave that holy’ and glorious free- 


dom from sin, and from the power and punishment of sin which is — 
_ equally accessible to both of them ia this world below, and which ~~ 


will certainly issue in a salvation equally glorious to both in the 


world above, if they continue in the faith, and discharge the duties | 


of those relations which subsist befween them. 

That you may ac® humbly and guardedly in this and in all 
other matters, and obtain the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ 
with eternal glory, is the prayer of one who has the honor to be, 

| In Christ Jesus, 
Your Brother, 


Near Newsrtore, Linconx Cuvsty, Kv., 15, 1831, 

Beloved i in the Lord, My 
: May favor, mercy and peace, be multiplied to you from 
” God our Father through Jesus our Lord. May the Lord watch over you and 
keep you spotless, and blameless to his coming. May the Lord continue to 
bless you in your labors of love, and patience of hope. May many be turned te 
righteousness by your godly labors. May the Lord bless you in your basket and 

store, and withhold no good thing from you. 

 \Brother Scott, I have just been reading Mr. R’s “simplification,” a treatise, in 
your Feb. & March Nos.--present year; and I don’t kaow that all his thoughts 
are unexceptionable—neither his manner. If R. be a latinist, as would appear 
by bis using certain proverbs in Latin, why did he not interpret, so that com- 


wight understand him? The ve loving John, when heused 
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phrase not belonging to the dialect in which he wrote, would give an interpre- 
ration—thrice he does this in the first chapter of his testimony. Is R. as anx- 
ious to be edifying as was Paul, when he said, “I would rather speak five 
words with my meaning understood, that I might instruct others, than ten thou- 
sand words in a foreign language ?°’ Call it fastidiousness, or what you will, I cani- 
not see any utility in using another language when addressing a common English- 
man, who knows nothing but his mother tongue, and scarcely that; and this is 
the case with nine out of every ten of your readers. ww J 

. Friend R. believes in investigation. To this I have no objection when pro- 
conducted. But to-attend. to. some of hisesa yings : ** The Bibley? says he» 


** contains the truth of salvation.” Does it contain all? If so, why not use its 
contents, and them alone, in making known the gospel 1 ? Never add the fables 
and notions of men---for the very best interpreter of scripture is scriptyre itself,— 

so decide the creeds; and disciples are to be found who believe this dogma. 
Again, he says, ‘in the scriptures, as in a store house O granary, is aid up the 
good seed of the kingdom.” Is all the good seed there? If this ‘be true will it 


‘not follow that any and a}! which comes from another quarter must éither be bad 


seed, or chaff; and as he thinks that the seed must be drawn “forth or scattered 


abroad before it can grow, so think I. But I realty fear that Shany‘of the disei- - 


| ples have acted, in sowing the seed, as some of our farmers act in sowing turnip- 
seed, for they when about to sow, mix their turnip-seed with’ ASHES in the pro- 
portion of one pint of seed to a peck of ashes; and believe me there are many 


who destroy all the vegetable properties of be word by their asttified com posi- 


tions—and no woncer it does not grow— 

He says again, “restriction to the bare reading prohibits nveslégiien,” Why 
so? Does investigation mean the mere giving of opinions and sentiments 
vervally ? or may not the disciples examine any subject about which the book 


simply, by the bare reading, of what the book says”’, 
—For-instance—the saints meet, and one_asks for the 
what itis, and what it is for, and-what-end it answers, and how obtained? One 
arises who has the word of Christ dwelling richly in him—and this man only re- 


peats all that Moses, and the Prophets, and the Psalms contain on this topic; 
after this, he also takes a survey of all that Jesus and his Apostles say on the 
same subject, and repeats it audibly; when this is done, add go more. I ask, 
Ought not the enquirer to be satisfied? I think friend R. ought? If not, he ought 
to call a council, and have things set right. Do not understand me. as objecting 
to an Evangelist’s reasoning with a sceptic, in any manner he may think fit, to 
convince him that the bible is true; for I bedieve it quite necessary to reason on 
certain occasions, as Paul did with the Epicureans and Stoics. Disabuse the 
minds of sinners in any way possible, but then so soon as they are willing to 


fear the Teacher, let them hear him. Yes, feed them on the sincere milk of 


the word of God. Lead them to the fountain of living waters—there let them 
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ologes, How often are saints édinnel to read the sii hear those 
who speak as the oracles---those who speak none other things than God's ser- 
vants spake and wrote! ‘This done, truth will prevail. 

‘There are some things among some of the public brethren, whieh I think ought 


to be reprobated, by everyone who love a seer speech. The following I give us 
examples: 


© The BE of God isas stronc as God uimsetr”. “ The divine go- 
rernment is sTAKED for your KEMIssION when you obey”. “ 'The divine go- 
vernment is staked that you shall receive remission of sins in baptism.’’ 
“7 will risk my capital”. ‘I will stake my capital”. And others might be 


added, but these may suffice. Now if these things came from mere pigmies, 
they should pass without a notice in this place; but. as standard speakers are 


nearly as influential in giving cuctency to certain words and phrases, as writers 
are, I think the above, with some other things, ought to be corrected through the 
Press. Thou art the man who canst correct these hsecin with very few words, 
so please notice them as may suit you, 


To what does the phrase, “eat the flesh and drink i blood of the Son of 
man”? refer? Is it to the Joafand cup, orto the word and spirit that we are te 
consider them as referring? Some here are under the former, and some under the 
latter impression. What say you! 


_ Is not the pouring out of the Holy Spirit called hapten? AnA cannot the 
What solution have you for the enisapplication m the name of the Prophet Je- 
remiah to a passage found in Zechariah? Matthew xxvi, 9. Here is aquotation 
which is attributed to Jeremy, and when we seek for it in his writings as we have 
them, we can’t find it; but turning to Zechariah xi, J2, 13, we find it. Please 
solve this difficulty if you have the means. 


The above, and numerous other communications were una- 
voidably crowded out of our preceding number. We wish it would. 
cause brother R. to take up his “ parable” once more. 

To the firsgof brother Strong’s qfestions I would answer, It is 
most probable that in replying to Dr. Sleigh I shall necessarily be 
led to speak of the language in question and of its import. 

To the second I say, The gilt of the Holy Spirit on Pentec: 
is called a pouring, because it came from above; and it is calle 
an immersion, because it was poured out until the disciples were 


overwhelmed in it. But the water in baptizing never comes from 
above, and therefore never can be, and never is, in ) scripture, called. 
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Again. Although i in sprinkling children the water comes from ta 
above after it leaves the hand of the administrator, and’may there- ia 
fore be called a pouring, yet in as much as it is not poured out, Te 
and cannot possibly be ‘poured out of his hand until the child is bes 
overwhelmed in it, therefore it never can be called an immersion. i 

To the third question Lanswer. We are told, the Jews tsed to a 
~ say that the spirit of Jeremich was ih Zachariah, and the 
made but one prophet. Compare Zach. i. 4, with Jer. xv ii. 1], ey 
_|_and Zach. iii. 8, with Jer. 5. Bath, W d 
that Jeremiah wrote the Sih, 16th, and 11th cha. 0 of. 
the last of which contains the words in question, Jerome declares 
be himseif read ihe werds in an Apocry phai version of Jeremiah’s ia 
prophecies. Finally. [t is not cevtainthat the word Jeremiah wa: ha 
in thayorigiua! copic es as tt is not found in either the Sygiac or oa 
Persie: Versi: wo; but the most of the Creek an id L atin ¢ 
have 
Saeksonr Sept. 20, 1834. 
tie Brother avor, merey snd peace, be multiplied to you. ‘Though * 
you personaliy, and without any recommendation from any 
of your I now write to you a short epistie, in which, I shall say a 
word or two about ‘the disciples, and the © reformation,” in our vicinity, ; 
‘Though it-has been but three short years since the Ancient Gospel was ae : 
seard in’our land, when the sects enjoyed uninterrupted peace, except when they Ri 
waged war one On another, there are inany now, our widely extended 
county, who. rejoice ia the consolat.ons of the gospel, free froia the trammels of 
_sectarianism. Tn Jacksonville the good work commenced, then im Carolion, 
Springfield, Rushville, and in many smaller villages, und now in almost every ot x 
country in the middle and northern paits the state, ii to be found more orlese 
of this “ detestable heresy..? ‘The number of the disciples in these congregations 
with which Tam acquainted, and those from which I have obtained information : + ; ; 
which may be relied on, may be estimated ate ffom 830 ta 1000, who are doing 
iolerably well, considering the materials of which they were composed, and the ‘Bah 7 
‘gang of instruction they have had.. ‘To say all in a few words, Christianity is a 
becoming every day better undérstoo.,--- men begin to read the bible for them- 
selves, which will almost always, where the reader is honest with himself, make “Te i 2 
them see thingsas they arejand men, hich they can distinguish from trees by their bog 
walking. And if there were only more efficient Jabourers in the field, I have a} 
no doubt but that the influence of the clergy in our state woul! soon be broken i 
down, and the attention of men be turned from the commandments and ordi- ney F 
vances of men to those of God. May the time speedily come when such asiate Hh}. 
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DISCOVERY OF INTERESTING MANUSCRIPTS. 


From the August number of the New Monthly Magazine we learn, that 
M. Ruppel, an accomplished traveller, now on his return from Abyssinia, has 
discovered, and brings with him, a numbeg Of manuscripts of great value. The 
most remarkable of these is a copy of a bible, containing an additional book by 


Solomon, ore or two additional of Esdras, and a considerable addition to the 
book of Esther; none of these augmentations of the Bible bave yet been heard 


of in Europe. | It contains also the book of Enoch, and the fifteen new Psalms, 
the existence of which has been for some time known aimang the learned, Ano- 
ther curious manuscript is a species of code, which the Abyssinians carry as far 


kings. ‘his code isMivided intotwo books; the first of whieh relates to the 
cannon law, and treats of the relations between the church and the temporal 
power, and the second is purely a civil code. M. Ruppel has also with him 


some Abyssinian church hymns, which display the only 


which has been found to exist among the Aby ssinians.—. ¥. 


THE BIBLE. 


| Sir W. Jones, a most accomplished scholar, w ho had made himself acquaint- 
ed with eight and twenty languages, has left it on record, that amidst all his pur- 


suits, the study of the sacred volume had been his constant habft. Sir Isaac 


Newton, the greatest of mathematicians, was a diligent student of the bible. 
Mr. Locke. distinguished for acuteness in the study of the human mind, wrote 


__ ack as the council of Nice, when they say it was promulgated. by one of their 


fe recommend the studyof the New ‘Testament, as having “ God for its author, 

salvation for its end, and truth unmixed with error, for its matter.”? Miltou, the 
greatest of poets, ev idently had his mind most deeply imbued with the study of 
the word of God. Boorhaave, eminent as a natural philosopher, spent the fisst 
hour of every day in meditation on the sacred pages, Here no man can say that 
he has not leisure. A most beneficent institution of our Creator has been given 
us, for this duty, a seventh part af our time, one day in every week, one whole 
year out of seven. ; 


WITH A BIBLE, 


Remember love who gave thee this, “he said his faith i in that, would be 
" When other days shal! come, Sweet incense to her memory. 
When she who had thy earliest kiss, - 
Sleeps in her narrow home; .* ‘And peer the enter. in his pride, 
Remember, "twas a mother gave | Laugh that fond faith to scorn, 
The gift of oug she *d die to save. Aud bid him cast the pledge aside, 
, That he from youth had borne; 
That mother sought a pledge of love, | She bade him pause, and ask his 


The holiest for her son: breast, 

And from the gifts of God above, If he, or she, had loved him best. 
She chose a goodly one, | 

She chose for her beloved boy, A parent’s blessing on her son 


‘The source of light, and life, and joy. Goes with this holy thing ; : 
+ The beart that would retain the one 


_And bade him keep the gift—that when Mast to the other cling. 


The parting hour would come, Remember! ‘tis no idle toy— 
ae might have hope to meet again — 
In an eternal home. 


_ MOTHER'S. INJUNCTION ON PRESENTING HER 


mother’s gifti—Remember, boy! 
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